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join the union of the profession for which he is studying. This
makes him industrially responsible. Many of the students will
join the Young Communist League, which not only makes them
politically conscious, but enjoins on them a particular political
responsibility. Thus the student in a Soviet university has all
the responsibilities of an adult and is expected to behave
accordingly. The Communist Party is particularly interested in
higher education. Does not the industrialisation and the cultural
development of the country depend on it ? The decrees of 1932
which stabilised the changes that had been proceeding in Soviet
university life, and which put forward very detailed regulations
for its life and study, were signed by President Kalinin and
Secretary of the Central Committee Enukidze. It is as though
our Cabinet were to issue detailed laws regulating the organisa-
tion and methods of study in our universities, signed by the King
and the leader of the party in office.
The 1932 decrees limited very greatly the calls that might be
made upon students by outside organisations. The fact that
students had to spend so much time in the earlier years in outside
activities was partly responsible for the low academic level.
There was nothing from which those students shrank, no call
that they did not answer. The Government knew that in any
emergency it could count upon them. When a Leningrad factory
broke down, a thousand students gave up their free day to put it
right and fulfil the schedule. They even on occasion undertook to
help with the cleanliness of the streets in their district—no small
undertaking when the peasants, utterly devoid of any acquaint-
ance with hygiene, sanitation, or cleanliness, were pouring into
the cities.
Youth still responds to an urgent call as it did to help with the
construction of the first Moscow Underground, In the summer,
when all hands are needed for the harvest, the students wil give
up a week or a month of their holiday to help the collective fenau
In Kharkov when I was last there they were planting trees cm
tibek weekly holiday. I did my share, at the pressing invftatioii
erf a giotip. They all help with elections. Tb&y will adcbess

